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TMly tiolc tin) bud news quietly
riu- - i1 !i. Sho heard wlmt Gntlirio hud
to '1 b'T about the hopelessness of
tn t escape via the roof. Then sho
ti .arked philosophically tlint it could
Lot he biped. They must just discover
s.t ntii. r wny out.

Ill' n ' unearthly use iimur stnyini?
1 n nn, lunger, yon know. " she added.
"V. e discussed Nicholas thp First

1 lh- - doings with the most coinpro-- h

- ve lulliiess, and as ho linMi't left
l ,ih bgaoy worth eairying away 1

a 'f that niv infi'iedt. in the sinful old
ii inn 'i r Imi. quite ouiporated. llesidcs,
h w loin: is it since you hud your last
UKiii. AlaiiV"

' lip .ikfast," returned tho undcr-grnd'iat- o

piomptly. "About right
hi urn, isn't it V"

' J"it". Well, that's longer than I'm
r . t it i.'il to. Therefore I'm develop-it,- ,

.i ii. "t unladylike appetite. There-- f

ii 1 in an to return to tho Kureku to
sat y thai same appetite. Theiefore,
t i ut toe situation tersely, I mean to
line Nnk's snuggery immediately
Q i: D. "'

"Pt li.ip-- . tho other will contrive to
ii' d us. '

-- nifitc'd tho undergraduate,
'nit with little i nthiisinsiii. "I'm Mire
( i tin t'nlep pper and Dr. Tring will
1 no di fii'ir best as miuii as they know
v re in i nitc, nnd they'll rout up half
t,j' I -- ooner than not find us. "

Di 1 sat on tho edge of the table and
bwuii.; a shoe.

"V w. Alan," tho paid quietly,
" u know ax well ns 1 do that it's noii-- e

Hi- to i xpect either dad or Dr. Tring
to Hud us down here. Tliey might per-lii- .

I have just a bare clianee of doing
eo if thi y gavo up about a month to the
ji b and wero lucky. Bt I don't think
wo c .in wait quite all that time with-
out ciis'ilcrnblo inconvenience. No;
jf w.i don't liml some, way out of tho
1 'iv trap by ourselves we shall bo

jt.m 1 to death. That was tho fate,
ym i' nieinliiT, which wo agreed would

ri'babl.v overtake tho members of tho
Piv family who poked their noses in
here."

"Oh, Dolly," broko out tho under-
graduate with a Midden burst of self re-

proach, "what an idiot I was to let you
pet into this scrapo at alll"

The girl laughed with a gayoty
which was quite genuine. "As if, " shu
fxclaimed with a line scorn, "as if you
bad anything to dowitli it! 1 like that,
po you really mean to imply, Mr.
puthrio, that you imagine you could
tave stopped mo if 1 wanted to come;
pun t you know that red haired people
tro always obstinate'"

"Yonr hair's auburn, Dolly 1" said
Hie viiung man.

"That's a mero quibblo. Upsides, au-

burn 't worse, if anything, for obstinacy,
lint never mind my hair now. We're
wating time. I'm just horrijily hungry
iilr-aly- , and as 1 don't Want to get
miuh hungrier, I'm going to leave this
ancestral cabin with tho smallest possi-
ble dih.y."

Guthrie looked at tho girl admiring-
ly. Her courago was magnificent, and
it wu, moreover, of that quality which,
In straits of this kind, has a way of
wi rking impossibilities. The young
loan, seeing it, felt tho infection and
w i ashamed of his own perfectly nat-
ural niiseivings.

"I m witli you in that, Dolly,"
heartily. "Tell me what to do, and

I Jl do it."
"Then 70 and inspect that automatic,

letter bos tiling which dropped us in
hire, and see if tho return journey by
tho same route isn't possible. I'll climb
ud through the skylight, meanwhile,
und ,1'iiniro tho prospect up there."

ti itlu'io helped her up through the
little manhole, and, then dropping back
on to the. lloor cf the dusty den, set
tiliout the piece of exploration which
s io had commanded. Ho opened the low
di r which hero tho insulting inscrip-
tion, "Ve Hollo, HysTrappo, " and care-- 1

u y inspected, for tho second time, tho
wru lui elide and its surroundings.

His survey was no cursory one. Ho
examined every nook and cranny, ho
p Hied up tho heap of moldering rushes
whn h lay at the foot of the sloping
board, in the hope of finding a vaguu
hometliing hidden beneath it. He tried
to pull away one of tho planks of the
shoot thinking that, perhaps, ho might
bo able to swarm up tho edge of its
ni ighbor lint without tools he found
that ho could not oven start tho boards,
and, if ho had been able to do so, it
would still havo boeit useless, for above
tho upper edge of tho planking was a
sheer drop of at least ten feet beneath
that fatal swinging door, and tho rock
whHi guarded it sloped outward.

Nicholas tho First's ingenuity had
been little short of fiendish when lie
b( homed t hut safeguard to his snuggery

Having finished his survey unsuccess-
fully, Guthrie returned to tho liStlo
room, throw himself down upon the lid
of tho sea chest, and, moodily drumming
his foot against its side, waited tor
Dolly to reappear.

His thoughts, wero not pleasant. Tom
.Tilly had onco told him what starva-
tion was like, for the one armed man
had tried it, some ten years ago, in an
open boat. It was tho solitary subject
upon which ho could bo anything like
i'loquent. In tho memory ot the horrors
of tnat terrible cruise his generally tor-pi'- 1

intelligence would waken, and tho
tide that lie then told was not pretty
hearing,

Guthrio remembered something of
what tho man had said and shuddered
with a horror of loathing fear. And
must Dolly The apple in his throat
got glued tight somehow and refiibed
io move either up or down.

Mics Colepopper let herself down
through tho nianholo and stood beside
him,

"Naw, Alan," she paid cheerfully,
"if oii are unite rcudv. we nniv as
well hegin preparing to go without fur-
ther d lay, "

"What'" cried Guthrie, unable to
LJivvu that he had hc.iid her Jijitlv.

"1 said that wo might start getting
ready to move ketchward, " repeated
Dolly, "lint, of course, if you haven't
linished admiring old Nick's sanc-

tum"
"Do you actually ninnn to pay you've

found a way out?" ho interrupted.
"Of conrs'o 1 havo!" the girl answer-

ed gayly. "Didn't I say I wouldn't stay
much longer' Didn't I tell you I was
getting abominably hungry V Now look
hern! A rope made ut thoo ancient
In dclothes, a weight at the end to
throw over that piojecting ladder; a
bit of a climb, and there yon arel No,
Alan, don't I Mr Guthrie, remember
our contract! Thero, you've rumpled
tip all my hair!"

"You're the cleverest girl in all crea-
tion, Dolly!" cried the young man en-

thusiastically.
"Am 1 really '(" asked Dolly with a

demure courtesy. "Well, we'll take
that for settled. And now, in tlie lan-
guage of tho doctor, 'Dry up. and get
to work!' "

Age had rendered Nicholas the First's
bedclothes uncommonly brittle, and tho
manufacture of a rope was a work of
time. The sheets were found to servo
tho purpose best, for they were of linen,
doubtless tlie loot of some luxurious
hidalgo. They tore easily into narrow
stiip", and these the two prisoners
plaited and then plaited again into a
nine strand cord. lint when this was
done the rope was still' too short. So
they had to make out the rest witli
blankets, and these wero by no means
to satisfactory.

At last a sulllcient length was com-
pleted, and tho lopemaliers tested it
fathom by fathom by taking a hitch
lound a pint of the heavy mahogany
bedstead and pulling at the lenirth to
bo tried willi all their combined
strength. It stretched, but it did not
break. Guthrie thought that it. would
bear tho strain of his weight So, bend-
ing tho old brass b'ounil pistol butt at
one end, ho passed the coil up thlough
tho hatch and went after it

However, they were by no means out
of tho wood yet, lor to shy the missilo
witli its dangling burden of rope over
tho projecting rungs of tho ladder was
no easy task. Again and again it missed
and came clattering down about tho
young man's ears. And what with the
heat and thedust ho was somewhat out
of breath and just about tired of tho
exercise b"foro the broken pistol butt
deigned to effect a lodgment on one of
tho projecting ladder rungs.

Then a good deal of maneuvering
was necessary before it could be per-
suaded to slip down on the other side.
Hut by cautiously "snaking" the bight
which he had in his hand he coaxed it
down little by little, till with a vigor-
ous jump he reached it witli his fingers
and brought both ends of the rope to-

gether.
He waited a niimte to recover his

breath and then reported progress to
Dolly, who had remained below.

"I'll come and see you climb, " said
phe, and Guthrie helped her through
tho hatch.

"Will it bear J" sbo asked, looking
upward at the clumsy ccrd en which so
much depended.

"I haven't tried yet," was tho reply
"Hut hero goes!" And, gripping tho
rope as far up as ho could reach, Guthrio
cautiously diew his weight on to it
Dolly watched breathlessly and then
gave a little gasp of dismay.

For when the young iiiiuA toes wero
nearly olf tho ground, and there were
only a fow more pounds of his weight
unsupported, tho ladder moved. Its in-

ner end was being tilted up
Guthrie let go of tho rope and leaned

back against tho rocky side of tho well
with a groan.

"It was a good idea, Dollv, " said lie
quietly, after a little, "but my beastly
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She rahitl lirr hnrcs and hauled hmclf a
loot farther np the i iiji

weight has spoiled everything. Perhaps,
though," lie added, with a thin,

smile, "after a couple of
days without grub, 1 may bo just about
light enough. "

"H'm!" commented Dolly. '! don't
ndniiio tho prospect of two days' more
starvation. I've had quite enough of it
already. Don't you remember, Alan.
that you were heavier than I was by
over a stone when wo got weighed at
jjnstuf I ilon t think I'vo got much
plumper since then, although the doctor
was chatling mo about it only yesterday
However, we will soon see."

Shu grasped the rope and cautiously
raised herself up by it. Tho ladder boro
her weight without a movement

"lint, Dolly," exclaimed tho under-
graduate, "you can't go up that beastly
thing!"

"Why not?"
"Oh, it may break, or you may fall,

or anything! And even if you did get
to the top all right, it would be awfully
ibingercns for yon to haul yourself up
into the cave without help from above. ''

"Now. Alan. " retorted tho girl sharp-
ly, "don't l.p foolish, please' If yon
want to stay heiv till you ve starved oil

two stone of your weight, I'll openly
confess lhat I don't. "

Hhe rai ed her knees and hauled her-K'- lf

u foot, farther up tho rope. Then
she stopped and. having convinced her-
self hat her weight could not niovo the
ladder, lowered lier-el- f on to the wood-
work again.

"Alan," she said, "tro below."
"Whatvei for? No, Dolly, let me

dh at hand here in cas" anything hap-
pens. You may fall. 1'urhaps I could
catch you, or"

"Al.m!"
"Yes!"
"Go."
Alan went, nnd Dolly slid on tho

hat'di above him.
Down below tho young man listened

will) straining, anxious attention. Ho
heard a little squeak from her shoes ai
s!'o tool! off from tho boarding, and
tl.rn a panting as she worked her
way upward. The sounds grew fainter,
till ho could hear them no longer. There
was a minute's awful suspense, in
wnich his feet tingled to bo upon tho
stool and through the skylight again.
He imagined all sorts of possibilities
if tlie .drl should fall, or if ono of tho
knots should come undone

There was a slight jar on tlie board-
ing overhead and then a gleeful hail
from tho climber-

"Alloy, below therol Tho ladder
waits, vour excellency. "

. CHAI'TEH XVI.
cain i.AVKitsttv oot.s ro.rius(t.

Hy tho time that Dolly and tho
had picked their way out of

tho long rock gallery which led to
Nick's snuggery it was almost dark,
and there was still the better part of an
lifiir's hard scrambling to be dono be-

fore they could hope to reach tlie Ku-lek- a

again Indeed, tho journey took
them considerably longer than an hour,
for the rocky gullies and thorny knolls
which they had to traverse needed care-
ful walking even in the daytime, and
now, in tho rapidly growing darkness,
they wero doubly dangerous. ' Fortu-
nately thero was a moon, but moon-i"-am- s

are not tho must reliable light in
which to go rock climbing, even if one
is quite sure of tho track.

The ketch's riding lamp served hp a
beacon to lead them in tho right direc-
tion, and without its help it is most cer-

tain that they would more than onco
have gone very far astray indeed in
their efforts to retrace the path which
they had taken in tho morning, for in
tile moonlight tho shadows gave decep
tive appearances of easy gullies where )

there were m reality nothing but ugly
holes and of gentle slopes which a closer
approach showed to bo sheer precipices
Dvery step had to bo picked, und care-
fully picked too.

When they reached to within a quarter
of a mile of tho Kureka, the lest was
easy, for they were now upon the sandy,
level beach onco more. And here they
came upon Dr. Tring.

The doctor was striding along quick-
ly, a gaunt, black shallow in tho mooii- -

beams. At a hail from Guthrio ho
btopped.

"Guthrio ahoy I" ho cried. "Aro you
all right V"

"All right it is I" answered tho un-- !

doigraduate.
j "lioth of you?"

"lioth of mi,!" fhonted Dolly. "Rath-
er tired and fearfully hungry. That's
all. Where's father'"

Tlie doctor shifted his helm and bovo
down upon them. About a fathom away
from them ho stopped, fiddled for his
glass and put it in his eye, and then ho
crammed both his fists deep into his
pockets and stared hard at the truants,
lie said nothing. His leathery features
were screwed up as if lie were going to

' whistle, but no sound came out huii
between tho puckered lips.

"Well!" he remarked presently
j "Aren't you ashamed of ourselves ?"
' Under that stare Guthrio had begun
to feel uncomfortable. Dolly, as Usual,
took matters coolly Sho knew how to
manage most people and among them,
of course, Dr. Tring.

"We're very sorry for outstaying our
'leave," she saiil demurely "Hut wo
couldn't help it We wero boxed up and
couldn't get out. We've had a very tir- -

. ing day, and we've missed two meals.'
"Bless my poull" ejaculated tho doc-

tor, letting hia eyeglass topple down
and his features smooth themselves out

'again. "So yon have! What a fool I
was not to do the St. liprnard dog trick

brandy bottle and Hath bun. How-
ever, come along at once."

"Whole's the dad?" nplted Dolly.
"As tho Yankees would pay. 'Tear-

ing around.' Ho began to get anxious
about you a couple of hours ago, and I
date say bo's fully convinced by this
time that ono if not both of you will
havo to be carried back to tho Eureka
on a stretcher. "

"I say, doctor."
' Well'"
"Go and tell him, do, nnd navo ns

tho wigging. Wo couldn't help it real-
ly. You see, it was this way"

"Never mind tho yarn now, "interr-
upted Dr. Tring. "Here wo aro at the
boat. Henrietta will put you on board,
and I'll go and find your father and
tell him you're all right Afterward
you can give us the whole yarn."

"Mind you explain to tho dad that
wo couldn't help it," insisted the gill

"H'm! I'll tell him that you say ypu
couldn't, but you've still got to pio'vo
that, you know, niis-s-, " answered tho
doctor, with a very feeble pretcno at
severity

Ho turned away inland again, and
tlie others went down to tho boa. Hen-
rietta squeaked a curt greeting, and as
filio was shoving off remarked that tho
"cap'n had took on bad about Miss
Dolly '

"I'oor old dad," remarked Miss Colo-popp-

ten minutes afterward, when
sho and Guthrio had taken tho keenest
edge off their appetites "he's always
fussy and nervous about mo. Alan, do
you consider we've wasted this day?"

Now it 6,0 liappeued that cold beef
nnd pickles prevented tho undergradu-
ate from giving an articulate reply to
Dolly's question at that particular mo-
ment, lint ho shook his head most vig-
orously.

"Wo haven't found tho spring oi
fresh water wo were sent to seek, you
know," suggested Dolly slyly.

"I don't care if we haven't," replied
tho young man linblushingly, "I'm
glad, in fact, because wo can spend an-
other day like this in looking for it."

"Oh!" murmured Miss Colepopper
quietly and dropped the subject.

There was, however, as it turned out,
no necessity for another day to bo spent
in tho search for tho needed fresh water,

j
because Captain Ok'pvyyw had found

It himself Tho Ppring was only about
100 yards fiotn the part of the beach
where tho Kureku whs lying, and tho
captain had lit upon tho spot acciden-
tally, while he was engaged in turning
the Island of Piper's cay upside down t

find the tvoiiuthorizod water searchers.
"No lucre shore leave for anybody at

present," he declared that evening,
therefore, when hi; had heard hie daugh-
ter's tale. "It doiisn't seem to ho snfe,
and, besides, we've got plenty of work
for all hands, without wasting our time
in playing hide and seek all over the is-

land. Tomorrow we'll set about tho fill- -

itii
w Aim
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"Came, nut with It, Turn':'
Ing of the water casks and the other
jobs that brought us to Piper's cay. I
don't want to stny hero a day longer
than is necessary to put the ketch into
proper trim for another attempt on tho
Santa Catarina's money box. We've
got through a fairish bit of the repair-
ing work today, while you two yonng-ster- n

havo beita amusing yourpelvcs by
tumbling into my piratical ancestor's
mantraps, lint there's still three days'
work good to be done before I shall

the Eureka in fit trim to weather
an Atlantic blow, so we'll make it four
bells, doctor, and all hands to tako
their watch below We shall make an
early start tomorrow. "

Hut, as it proved, tho general over-
haul of tho ketch was not destined to
begin on that next day. after all, for
in tho morning at breakfast Tom .Telly
made a statement that gave the whole
crew other work to do The ono armed
ia i lor arrived at tho foot of tho com-

panion witli a very embarrassed grin
peeping from among the jungle of black
hair on his face. Ho kneaded his t..,p
nervously in his hand and did not seem
to be aide to speak at all till the cap-
tain had twice exclaimed, "(,'oine, out
with it, Tom !"

At last, with a loud introductory
"II ml" the man began his explana-
tion.

"Why. cap'n, it'n that lubber Cain!"
And there he fetched up short.

"Well'" said the skipper, witli a
trifle of impatience. "What's the mat-
ter with him? Ho hasn't been running
away, has lie?"

."Why, cap'n," replied .Telly, "I be-

lieve you've about hit it. You see, it
was tins Lain anil mo was
ashore with the jolly Ins' thing Ins'
night, and Cam, hosays, 'Tom, says he,
'I bin a poacher, I bin.'

" 'Ohl' tays I. 'Havo you reely
now ?'

" 'A dasprit poacher,' says ho, 'aforo
Zusan Pierce took mo in hand, and the
longing's coming on mo again now. If I
doan't go poach this night, l's'l bust.'

" 'Suiely not,' says I, shifting to
wind'ard of him a trifle.

" '.Surely, yes,' says lip. 'Znsan
Picrco not being 'ere, 'tis poach or
bust.' "

"What's tho nee of telling us all this
rigmaruloV" broko in the doctor impa-
tiently

"With duo respect, " said the voice
of Tom from behind tho black jungle,
"you'd better hear the whole yarn.
Well, I pays to him, I says, 'Cain,
when'll you havo done?'

" 'Sun up.' sayshe, 'sees mo standing
whom us is now. '

"Then says I, always being wishful to
do the kind to a shipmate, though ho
bo hut a cook with the clay still yaller
on his heels: 'Hero goes, then, lor
shoving off wi'out you. lint sun up Cain

or I'll begetting
into trouble. '

" 'Sun up, Tom .Telly,' says 'eo, an
starts oil' into the seiub, leaving me to
scull tho jolly aboaid by myself. Now,
cap'n. that was how it began, but,
though sun up see mo ashore again and
though I waited a matter of two hours,
no Cain hove in view. So off I sculls
again to tlie ketch and tells the whole
business to 'Enrietta, 'er boin fust per-
son to hear it.

" 'Tom Jelly,' says pIip, 'you bo n
blamed fool I' Them's tho very winds,
cap'n 'blamed fool!' 'And,' says she,
'get below, you black avised swab, and
tell the skipperat oncel' Terrible clever
woman 'Emiotta be, gentlemen all and
miss. "

Tho man was going on, but Captain
Colepopper cut his rambling short with
a "That'll do!" whereupon he saluted
with his-- solitary list and tninbled up
tho ladder

"What does this mean, Colepppper?'
the doctor asked, picking his wig up
from a locker and clapping it on hi",
bare sconce. "Tho fellow can't havo
been trying to desert, can ho?"

"I don't see thwt th' ro's anywlieio
to desert to," replied tho captain per-
plexedly.

"Caves and booby traps," suggested
Dolly.

"Ah," said the doctor, "of com'"! I
fancy that's more to the point, Cole-peppe-

It seems likely enough that
this infernal island fairly bristles with
pleasant surprises of that kind. That
gieat lumbering fool evidently went off
under tho impression that ho was going
to lay hands on black game or led deer,
as he was probably accustomed to do
on Dartmoor, when he carried less flesh
on his bones. I've heard of men getting
a touch of that sort ot madness when
they find themselves aMioro after a long
spell at sea. Tho only thing which sur-
prises mo is that this plethoric clod
should havo had enough imagination or
energy for such an adventure."

"He'll havo found somo cozy niche,
I expect," said the captain, "and have
tumbled off to sleep. We shall hear him
bawling, like ono of his brother Abel's
bulls, from tho shoro thero in tho conrsn
of the morning, asking to bo taken oil
again. If ho'd only screw his voice up
into some sort of a dc ent sea hail, I

believe I'd let him oil without a wig

ging. Now, on del If, all hands, and set
to getting tho work dono! Thanks to
my scurry round yesterday utter you
two youngsters, I've found tho placo
where Piper or my scoundrelly ances-
tor or romo of tho other blackguards of
the old days used to heave their craft
down. It'll fit the Eureka as though it
had been built for her."

They got tho anchor up, and, putting
the ketch under jib and mizen, worked
her into tho inluiatnro bay which tho
captain had noted. It was rather deli-
cate work getting In, as tho whole placo
was not bigger than a dock basin, but
tho captain had tho boat out to get
warps ashore, and brforo ho piped down
to dinner tho Euieka was snugly moor-
ed by shore fasts at stern nnd bow
Ono of the sides of this tiny harbor was
steep to, and by gutting out a couple of
springs and slacking up a trillo on the
other warps they were able to heave
her close in, imiiI then, after slipping out
tho gangway, a bridge of planks put
them iudirectcoiuinuiiicatioii witli land,

And when all this was done, still no
Cain Eaverslia had returned.

"I'm afraid, Colepopper," said tho
doctor anxiously, "that yonr sleep the-
ory (s a wrong one, after all. 1 fear
the fellow has got pitted like tho young
people wero. "

"It looks as if yon might be right,
doctor," admitted tho captain, witli
some irritation. "Confound tho lout! I
don't suppose he'd have tho sense to
find us in our new moorings, either, it
ho did come down to the shore and
found that tho ketch wasn't exactly
whero he'd pcen her last. I wish I'd left
her whero she was n.id gone tu look for
tho man this morning "

"Wo must havo volunteers for a
pcarch party," said Dr. Tring.

"No, I'll tako all hands," replipd tho
captain. "Wo shall be more likely to
find him quickly if wo spread well, and
no harm can come to tho ketch whero
she is lying now."

Five minutes after this the wholo
crew was ashoro, with instructions to
advance straight across tho island und
not to bo afraid of giving tongue as
soon as they saw any sign which might
lead them to tho missing farmer.

"Half a minute. Guthrie, my lad,"
nddrd the captain, as tho undergradu-
ate was setting off with Miss Colepop-
per. "I don't think you and Dolly had
better go together, or you'll be getting
one another into mischief again."

"Send Henrietta to look after them, "
suggested Dr. Tring, with a grin.

"Right. I will. Thanks for tho idea,
doctor. Here, Henrietta, go as nursery
maid with my daughter and Guthrio
and see that they don't break their own
necks or yours. Try tho pirate's snug-
gery first, Guthrie. That fool of a farm-
er may havo tumbled into the very
same trap as you did. "

"Aye, aye, sir!" snid Guthrie, nnd
then addtd in a tono which only Dolly
could hoar: "Confound Henrietta! Hut
w'll try to lose her. "

CHAPTER XVII.
A III.OOI) MAIIKRI) OAU.

When 'Guthrie announced to Miss
Colepopper his intention of managing
to lose Henrietta, he was no doubt per-
fectly serious, but ho reckoned without
the sailor woman's natural instinct of
faithfulness to tho spoken older of her
captain. Henrietta had been told to
nursery maid tho two young people,
and, inasmuch as she was a sailor, sho
stuck grimly to her ordered duty; but,
iuaspinch as sho was at tho same time
a woman, she had a kindly feeling for
tlie lovers, and therefore trudged stolid-
ly along as far behind them as was con-

sistent with the duty demands of her
conscience. And by this compromise
she succeeded in tho difficult task of
carrying out her orders to tho sati-fao-ti-

both of herself and of her charges.
They found tho cave in which Nieh-nla- s

the First had established his inhos-pitabl- o

snuggery in exactly the namo
condition in which they had h ft it. So
it was obvious that tho burly farmer
had not been there.

"Hut I don't think," pronounced
Dolly, "that thpio's the least likelihood
of his having followed the shore route
at all. There's far too much climbing
hereabout to suit his ta to Ho'd bo
hiire to tako tho easiest path he could
find. So wo ought to htand the best
chance of finding him by following his
example and picking out tho smooth
bits."

"What do yon think. Henrietta?"
asked Guthrie

"Well, you see," said tho woman,
"ho told that muddling fool, Tom Jelly,
that ho was going poaching, and ho
tiat'rally wouldn't expect to find his
game along tho coast. So most likely
he's gone inland. "

"So you think we'd bolter striko in-

land too?" t"Yis, sir and miss, I do," said Mrs.
Jelly.

They took her ndvico and struck np
into the country, but they found tho
going very disagreeable, for tho ground
was for tho most part covered with a
dense scrub of clinging bastaid palm.
Single plants of this growing in flower-
pots make graceful enough ornaments
for an English drawing room, no doubt,
but when they aro packed into a thick
jungle 'and fostered by tropical heat
they form a most unpleasant medium
through which to bo compelled to press
a way. Tho stalk of each fan leaf is
furnished on either side with sharp
hooks, which point down tho hill, and
thepo havo a way of taking toll from
the flesh and wearing apparel of tho
climber which is, to say the leant, irri-
tating.

Tho part of tho island which they
were now exploring was mado up of
low hillocks nnd shallow gullies, and on
all the upper ground this rank scrnb
flourished luxjiriantly, In the hollows
thero was less of it, and its place was
taken by a tall, coarse grass which
often grew shoulder high. To force a
passage through this and through tho
palm scrub, whose graceful fronds not
infrequently arched completely over tho
searchers' heads, was sultry work
enough, and the burly farmer who had
made it necessary was at tho moment
in danger of becoming distinctly un-

popular.
Tho Vot Indian pun was blazing in

a cloudless sky up above them liko a
great furnace of brans, and tho gentlo
breeze was not strong enough to pone-trat- o

tho dense, leafy covers and give
them relief. However, occasionally
they ennio across a projecting knoll of
barren rock, po smooth that tho rains
allowed no soil to collect upon its sur-fnc-

and in inch places as these they
found that they could get a Ktreshing
breath of purer, cooler air '

"Thero dor.in't scorn to be mnch In
tho way of lOOJt for rieud Cain." ob

served Uuthrin during one of tho breath- - i

Ing halts. "Harnng sen i,i.hs and small
green parrots, wo haven't been u living
thing."

Dolly gavo her chef1!; a hnty smack.
"You forget the mosquitoes, " sho

paid "I'm suro they're very much
alive. What with them and tho Band
flies nnd tho other abominations, I'm
just being walked nway with piece-
meal. Cun'C wo got out of this plnco of
torment?"

"It seems nil lunch of a muchness,"
said Guthrie, "but over there, to tho
left a bit, there'll a knoll which, from
what one may jndgn from h"rn, should
benbout tho highest point of tho Island.
I vote we go up there and prospect. Wo
may find, at least, a paiadiso moderate-
ly free from mosquitoes. "

Tho niider.growth thinned a littlo ns
they neared this slight upland, as though
tho soil wero poorer aniwould not sup-
port such rank herbage as grow on tho
lower slopes and in the bosky hollows
botweon them, nnd when tho climhers
gained tho crest their way was impeded
by nothing worse than sparse tufts of
grass which rarely reached to the knee.

"Hello!" exclaimed Guthrie, as ho
ptuinbled and nearly fell over something
lying in tho cover just below tho top-
most curve of thoMiuimit. "Wlmt hava
we hero?"

A fine brown dust which had spurted
cut under tho Influence of the young
man's involuntary kick said "wood,"
and a further examination showed that
tho wood hud onco been dressed by cut-
ting tools.

"It's a npar of enmo kind," pro-
nounced Henrietta, who had come up
behind him.

They examined it curiously. It was,
they found, several spars, lislied togeth-
er into one piece, which could not have
been lets than 1 00 feet in length. At
tho end of it were the remains of a plat-
form or "top. " Evidently tho thing had
been upreared on end at one time and
held in position by shrouds and guys
indeed, Henrietta actually found its
"step." The summit had been a look-
out station, perhaps belonging to tho
mysterious Piper, perhaps even to
Nicholas tho First himself.

"There havo been some mm sights
viewed from tho top of this beforo it
was blown down," opined Guthrie.

"Very probably, " replied Dolly, "but
as tho top of it showed the seas all
around, biirely the foot of it should
show us moat of tho itland. "

"Well?"
"Well, if Cain's on tho surface, wo

ought to see him if wo look hard
enough. "

"So we ought, miss!" exclaimed '

Henrietta, "and if wo do, mayhap wo
'

needn't tramp through any more of
them nasty palms. "

"If it does that, it's worth the of- -

tort," declared tho undergraduate witli
conviction.

They settled themselves down there- -

foro on a big bowlder and commenced
scrutinizing the greenery below care-
fully and methodically. On ono side of
them, away down by the coast, could
bo seen Hans Spiedernicliel and tho
doctor toiling through tho scrub about
a quarter of a milo apait, and near tho
opposite shore a blue cloud rising from
a patch of tall grass showed whero Cap
tain Colepopper was waging by means
of smoke an unequal war wi'h tho!
mosquitoes. Half way between them
and tho captain was Tom Jelly sitting
on a bowlder and fanning himself witli
his cap, and. excepting for a fow wheel- -

ing sea towl, thero was nut another liv-

ing thing in sight.
Away out faither was tho calm blue

water of tho lagoon, dotted hero and
there with points of black and shim-
mering white, whero tho reefs cropped
out and broko the seas from tho out-
side, and beyond this again was tho
great sweep of the ocean, unbroken to
tho horizon. Except whero the Eureka's
people mado patches in the solitude, tho
jhico was dtierti.d by man and beast
alike.

"No sign of tlie farmer anywhere,"
pronennced Guthrie at length, after u
long and careful scintiny

"No," said Dolly, "but thero's a
thing down there which puzzles me
down on the bench near that big black
bowlder. What do you niako of it?"

She pointed to the place, about half
a mile away, whero the gleaming,
white fore shore was nearest to them.
Guthrie made a telescope of his hands
to avoid tlie blinding glare from above,
and stared for some time at the thing
which had attracted Dolly's attention.

"It looks liko an oar," ho declared
presently.

"That s exactly what I thought,
replied the girl. "Suppose wo go near-
er and make certain."

So on they trudged again and found
that half mile to the shoro tlie wotst
bit of going they had come across so far.

'It is an oar!" exclaimed Dolly tri-
umphantly, when at last they camo out
on to the open beach.

"And lirfik-e- o there!" cried Henri-
etta. "See that blood on tho hnndlo of
it, scarcely hard yet! This oar's been
used by a chap wi' a blister on's hand.
Eook-eo- , tho blood chips away when I

scratch it with my nail. There's been no
rain fallen on this 'ere, and wo had rain
only two diiys ngone. "

"Oars don't grow out of coral sand,"
pronounced Dolly excitedly, "nor do
they drop from the clouds, that I've
ever heard, nor do ghosts carry them
about, or, if they do, they don't leavo
fresh mood stums on them! Alan, I
think it's allowable to suppose that a
boat has been in here, and under tho
circumstances wo might even take it
for granted thut Cain went oft in that
boat. "

"It looks like it, certainly, but whoro
on earth could a boat come from?"

"Host call tho doctor, hadn't you,
sir?" suggested Mrs. Jelly. "Tho cap-
tain said as how wo was to give tongue
if wo found anything. "

"Right, Henrietta! You go to the
top of that rock and wavo to him. He's
not more than a conplo of hundred
yards off, for I saw him just now,"

Tho woman went, and the others ran
down to tho water's edgo to look for
footsteps or tho impress of a keel or
pome other traco which might confirm
their guess about a boat, but, though
they searched high and low for some
distance along tho shmo in both direc-
tions from the oar, they found nothing
If there had been any such marks, the
wavelets had completely washed them
away.

"H'm I" paid Dr. Tring when ho was
shown the oar, with its fresh blood
marks. "I tell you what, young people,
1 don't half liko this."

"What is it, doctor pirntcs?" nsked
Dolly, with a thrill of awe. For amid

these surf guarded solitudes such n
thing did not seem to her to bo impos-
sible oven at tho end of tho nineteenth
century. There was an atmosplu ro
about Piper's cay which suggested mys-
tery and crime.

"No; hardlv po bad ns that," replied
Dr. Tring, Willi a laugh, "but I didn't
look for company of any port In tho is-

land, and, now that you h,vo coino
across this irrefutable evidence that wo
may havo callers popping in upon ns
presently, 1 confess I should like to havo
porno testimonial to their honesty beforo
I make ready to receive tliom witli
open arms You pee, I can't think of
any reason for their presence hero at
nil, or ratlirr thero's no reason which
is at tho same time obvious and lawful.
Thero are plenty of unlawful ones, of
course, without going s.o fur us actual
piracy."

"Do yon think thny'vo got hold of
friend Cain?" asked Guthrio.

"Looks very liko it, doesn't it?" was
the answer.

"Hut what on enrth could they want
with him?" exclaimed Dilly.

"Don't know, miss," returned tho
doctor, "and that's another thing which
rouses my suspicions. They wouldn't
have detained him without a purposes of
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"Il'm!" mid Dr. Tring.
pomo port, and, without being able to
guess what that purpose could lie, 1 ad-

mit that I none tho less doubt its hon-
esty."

"Oh, but" cried Dolly "isn't it
possiblo that poor Cain may havo met
with an aceident fallen, for instance,
and broken his arm? The people with
the boat may hnve rescued him and may
bo looking after him!"

Dr Tring smiled. "You want to
make out a go.d charactir for tho man
with tlit blistered hand, eh, Dolly?" he
said dryly. "Ojiite right! Ho may be all
that yon suppose him, but I'm rather
iitraid that tho chances are the other
way. In the mean time, till wo know
better what sort of jieoplo wo shall havo
to deal with, I don't propose to leavo
tho Eureka without an anchor watch
any longer. Tho LTi.llOO worth of Span-
ish tieasuro which she has on board is
too much temptation to put in the way
of tho saints of the Wi st Indies, so I'm
going straight back to her now. Dolly,
you'd better come with me. "

"Yes," said the girl, "I will. I con-
fess to being tired. "

"Then Guthrie," continued tho doc-
tor, "you and Heniietta may as well
explore those rocks ahead there. Dolly's
notion that tho farmer may havo mot
with an accident is quite a possible ono;
the man's fool enough for anything. It's
quite on tho cards that he's lying some-
where lamed, and that the boat people
havo nothing to do with his disappear-

ance at nil. He back at the ketch by
dark and look out for possible traps."

"No fear of them," roturned the
young man with a laugh. "Henrietta
and I will tako care not to step on any
more swingimr booby snares."

"Mind you do," said tho doctor,
"but that was not exactly what I
meant. I was thinking more of the pos-

sibility that tho man with tho blister
might prove dangerous."

"Oh, I see! Well, I'll boon my guard
Bgainst him, too," said tlie young man
confidently. "He shan't catch mo nap-
ping!"

Mut ho did.
TO Bt: CO.VTINl'KD.

HALEVY'S SURPRISE.

Opern Air AVIilsileil mi () Street lie- -
ore lis I'rullnet loll.

When H'llovy, tho noted composer of
"Tho Jewess" and other successful operas
was economizing stilctly just before tho
production of "Tho Musketeers of tho
Queen" at tho Opera ('oiniquc, in Paris,
a singular incident occurred, according to
his own story. Ills bank account was nil
hut exhausted, and ho walked buck and
forth but neon dwelling and theater to
save oxpeiio.

Ho was counting hoavlly on n, big suc-

cess for the new opera. Everybody at tho
rehearsals was enraptured with tho musio
and prophesied great popularity for it.
Ono day after leaving the. theater Ilalevy
was walking along tho boulevard and no-

ticed presently that a man u fow steps
nhead of him was whistling loudly an
unpardonable sin among well bred people
in Paris. The air tho mall was whistling
struck him as familiar at first. Then sud-

denly It dawned upon him that it was tho
principal melody of his new opera.

Tho composer quickened his pace, and,
overtaking tho whistler, saw that ho was
a worklngiiian Ho aueostod him, saying
quietly:

"My good man, do you know what yon
nro doing? Do you know that there aro
not two men In Paris that can whistlo
that melody?"

Tho stranger looked nt Halovy with n
puzzled expression and asked simply,
"Why?"

"Simply becauso no ono else knows
tho song as yet. "

"Is that so? How do you know?"
"It is truii. It i part of tho new opera

which is now being rehearsed in tho Opera
Coiuiquii. Now, won't you bo good enough
to toll mo where you heart it?"

"I heard it yesterday while I was re-

pairing a damaged spot In the wall of tho
Opera Coinique. " New York Press.

f HE PRIMROSE SELLEfV

tWf nt curb, but fnir of fnce,
The little inuiil stood in thu market placo,

Hlnnliik' :

"l'resh poaies, pnln primroses,
A penny n Imiu'li. Who'll buyt

Swept sprint,' posies, pale primroses
A pinny ii bunch. Who'll buy!"

Thu knlidit rotlo by on bU Arnli steed.
He drew his rein, and he rheclicd Ills speed,

"A penny a bunch. Who'll liuyi"
Ho throw her a crown nnd kissed his hand.
Ho was tlie noblest in the land.

"A penny n bunch. Who'll buy'"
Ho ilolfed his jilume to her loely face
And left her thero in tho market place,

biiiKlm::
"Frch posies, p ilo primroses,

A penny n bunch Who'll buy?
Bwret sprint; posies, pnlo primro-c- s

A penny n bunch. Who'll ImyV
--MnrsneriW Mi'tingtoii in Ladles' Hoiuo
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GAVE HIM A POINTER.

'tloiv Froil DoiikImbs SoiikIK in Coack
III,- - (irent Snlilli'iniiiiM.

A writer in Forest and tolls tho
following story of two celebrated men:
Dr. Hiililienmiin, tho great Investigator of
Trojan and 'Ireclan antiquities, had been
spending tho wlnlor up tho Nllo and re-

turned to Athens on the snmo steamer
with the I Ion. Fred Douglass ami his
wlfo. During dinner on tho lira day out
f.ir, uouginss turned to Dr. NjUlmmiMn,
who was siialed at his light, unit asked

"Do you Intund to make much of a atuy
In (Ireeeey

"Yes, I guess n," returned the nfhrr.
) "Well, you'll find it n ery interesting
country," iild Douglass. "I have never
trau'led thero, although I have always
been much Interested In it. Of course all
countries am moro or le-,- s alike In their

j physical featun s. Thoy all luivo their
air and sky, thnlr hills and plains, tin lr
lakes and rivers, but it is not so muih
tlint whioh intercts us as tho history of
mo people wno mo or navo liven in n
country."

"Yes, I guess so," replied Dr. Pohllo-mati-

"Now, from my earliest reading I havo
been particularly Interested in tho history
of the anoieiili Greeks,"

"Yes, I guess hj," assented Pchllemann.
"I find 1 hit ti forgotten a great deal of

my Greek hlsf iy, but lately I enmo across
a littlo book tli.it lias proved invnluublo
to nio in reralling so much that I had for-
gotten about (Jreeeo and the tircekn."

"Yes, I guess so!"
"Now, if you, sir, Intend tomnko much

of a stay ill Oreere, I would reeoiumolid
you to obtain a copy of tho book. It Is
Murray's Outdo."

At, this moment Dr. Sehllemnnn was
taken with a Jit of coughing so violent
that every one wus alarmed, hut he recov-
ered In time to make his customary assent,
which probably seemed to him especially
suited to an American:

'Yes, I guess so!"
It was not long lifter this that ho ascend-

ed Mount Parnassus with Professor Mur-
ray, who was responslblii for tho valuablo
but elementary Gtiido In question.
Pomo ono who had been present during
tho conversation then retntled It. and
Murray, witli peals of laughter, declared
It the best joko of his llfo that his modest
guidebook had boon recommended to the
study uf the man who knew mure about
ancient Greuco than any other person liv-
ing.

For Ills I.f'Kf.
When Fir Francis Grant, tho portrait;

painter, was at his zenith, ho had a hunt-
ing box nt Melton. An Inquisitive Scotch
baronet was Invited thero for tho minting.
Sir Francis had another guest, as it ap-
peared, on a visit. IIo was a dull, flat old
man, who took snuff and looked tho other
way when the table talk ran on hounds
and horses. The siclit of a fox's brush
awoke no enthusiasm. Ho seemed to
take no earthly Interest ill anything but
his snuff anti f!is meals. Tho Scotch bar-- ,
onet at last could contain no longer hia
excited curiosity. "I say, Grant," ho
said, "what motive havo you In k's-pin-

Mr. X. on a visit? Thero aro so many
good chaps who would like to come down
hero just now. My fellow guest do s not

' seem to cam a farthing for tho things you
are so keen on. The smell of a fox's earth
today made him qult sick. I ibid tli.it
he does not know the difference between a
thoroughbred and an Irish hunter. ii"r
does ho look a person to fancy your por
traits."

"You are puzzled, my dear fellow," ro-

turned Sir Francis, 'to know why I keep
him here. I brought lilm down for ii s
legs." "For what?" "For his legs Y' ,l
see, I am doing a full length of tho Duko
of Rutland tho late, IIo is weak in tho
knoos and shrunk in tho limbs and lazv.
Ho will not be at tho troublo of sitting fnr
them, so I havo secured X. to sit. II Is
legs aro exactly liko the duke's. The poor
fellow is glad to earn a littlo momyaisd
to ho out at grass hero for a short time.'

London Truth.

Urtilnl .siijierstitlnn.
Still moro widely diffused is tho nractlco

' of infanticide as the sequence of supersti-
tion. Tho belief that dwarfs or gnomes,
dwelling in the inner parts of the earth,
carry olf beautiful newborn babes and

' leavo their own deformed offspring in
their stead is not confined to any mie pen-- ,

plo, but is current aliko in Germanic,
Celtic, Romanic and Slavio countries and
causes a misshapen child to be looked upon

' with suspicion and subjected to cruel tor-- '
tares and even killed. Tho supposed
changeling is ulten severely beaten with
juniper rods and tho scourging attended
with incantations, so as to compel tho
wicked fairies to reclaim their deformed
bantling and restore tho stolen child. If
tho castigation proves ineffective, moro
summary measures aro frequently taken,
and Iho supposititious suckling is thrown
out of tho window on a dunghill or im-

mersed in boiling water. Professor E, P.
Hums In Popular Soienco Monthly.

A Flue Sample.
A peculiar thing is nerve! Its botanical

name is sometimes the Latin for unspeak- -
' able, and attain it is less formidable in

character. It was ot tho former kind that

was in Detroit.
"In my contract with Mr. Lltt," she

said, "I am obliged toread allot tho man-
uscripts of plays that come to me, and I
havo some funny experiences. For In-- j
stance, tho other day I received n letter

' from a woman in tho est somewhere.
Sim said that sho had written a play, nnd
that sho was suro 1 was tho only actress in
tho I'nltcd States who could produce it
successfully, she would soli it to
me for U and ended by saying; 'Please
send tho money at onco. P. S. If you
caro to read tho play before paying for it,
I will send it on to you.' " Dotrolt Free
Press.

Trimt,
"Horo you went and told me you would

trust lieasley with your life, and on tho
strength of that I loaned him f 10 that
now you toll mo I'll never got."

"Well, what of it? I said I'd trust him
with my life, and I would. lieasley may
be a boat, but hois no assassin. " Cin-

cinnati Enquirer.

A Ciisi- - nt' Disbelief.
Hill You look bad, Jim. llecn laid upf
Jim Toduy ' tho first tlmo out, of doors

for threo months.
Hill What was the mattnr with you?
Jim Xothln; but tho magistrate would

not bellovo it. London Fun.

Tho only F.ngllslinian whoever ruled as
popo was Xieholas Hreakspear, who was
born about tho year 1100 at Langley, near
St. Albans, Ho was unanimously elected
to tho papal chair in lliil and boro tho
tltlo of Adrian IY.

Tho Mnldlvo archipelago contains 14,000
islands, which abound in cocoanut palms.

Otlirr Yenrn, Other Titlm.

"Daughter, who is this Mr. Eugene
Wads.worth Carrington that is calling
ou you so of ton?"

"Why, papa, bo's tho boy wo used to
call 'Bustor' when ho lived noxt door."

Chicago Record.

"What mlBht have been"- -f tb.it t lo
ortlltrh hiiiin't Itl'l.M lll.L7llt . c ni ,.

llectlon of tlntisnn Is of consumptive.- - onu
Coiis.li i' "ti Ci ri s coughs and

C.il.is
,1, rvsii'in.ii) w 1' 11. ri v II par-- j

Kt r L. licsc l.n and It Cr.miN"


